THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

that there were Jats on the banks of the " Five
Rivers " at the time of the great war, and goes
far to confirm the view that Rajputs and Jats
are of the same stock, the difference between
them being one of orthodoxy only.

The Kfitlris, or Kathias, of Knthiawar, arc a
branch of the, Kilthias of the Pan jab. Accord-
ing to the tribal traditions, this branch of the
Kathias was settled in the country now called
Bikanir,1 and from thence moved to the Indus
valley, Later they passed on to Kfithiawar,
where they arrived in tho thirteenth century,"
Other portions of the tribe wandered in other
directions, and of these some seem to have found
their way to the Ganges valley. It is probable
that this migration was caused by the great
change in the course of the Sutlej, which
occurred about that time.3 This river then
forsook its ancient channel, now called the
" Hakra," and joined the Beas. This change
of course left without water a vast tract of hither-
to fertile land, with many important towns and
great numbers of villages. Tradition says that,
in consequence of this, thousands of men and
cattle died of drought and famine, and that
most of the survivors took refuge in the Indus

1 Panjab Gazetteer, Montgomery, 64, 65.
* Ras Mala, ii, 269,
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